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The Invest in U.S. Act also takes full 

aim at rising income inequality. It in-
creases the minimum wage. It provides 
tax relief for small businesses who hire 
new employees and those that buy new 
equipment. 

The American people want one thing: 
an improved economy and more jobs. 
Join me in supporting this legislation 
that will finance critical infrastructure 
investment, fight income inequality, 
and grow our economy. The argument 
is about jobs. 

f 

REFOCUSING ON THE 
ENVIRONMENT 

(Mrs. DAVIS of California asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, climate change, offshore drilling, 
wildfires, scarcity—these concerns are 
expressed over and over again from my 
constituents in my district. 

People are anxious that the world 
that they are handing down to their 
children is not as pristine as the one 
they inherited. They plead with us to 
protect the environment. Yet time and 
time again, the House majority votes 
to undercut clean air and water laws, 
while blocking efforts to protect public 
lands. What a travesty when an alle-
giance to industry takes precedence 
over maintaining a healthy environ-
ment. 

This week, we wasted precious floor 
time with needless bills, like the Sac-
ramento-San Joaquin Valley Emer-
gency Water Delivery Act, which made 
a mockery of the serious drought in 
California. The House needs to stop 
bringing irresponsible bills to the floor, 
giving away our cherished lands, strip-
ping away environmental protections, 
and doing nothing to solve real prob-
lems like the drought in California. 

We have heard their excuses. They 
say environmental regulations slow the 
economy, but let’s be honest: putting 
the interest of appropriations above 
our environment is a dangerously ex-
pensive notion. 

Let’s stop being reactionary and get 
ahead of these real problems facing our 
planet. 

f 

JOBS BILL 

(Ms. HANABUSA asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. HANABUSA. Mr. Speaker, long- 
term unemployment has not been this 
high in this great country since World 
War II. 

It is time to look back in our history 
and see what the leaders did then. We 
can always learn from the past. In 1944, 
the President was Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt. His vision was to expand 
economic opportunity, jobs. To build 
the middle class, we must rebuild, and 
help them thrive, and fight inequality. 

Mr. Speaker, how about beginning 
with women? Today, we have more 
than 50 million people—13 million of 

them are children—living below pov-
erty in this country. We have the 
greatest economy in the world. This is 
absolutely shameful. 

We must adopt and be committed to 
the concept of full employment. Take 
up the President’s American Jobs Act 
of 2013. Rebuild this country’s infra-
structure, invest in education, in our 
first responders, and in medical re-
searchers. It is time to put America 
first and Make It In America. 

f 

PUBLIC ACCESS AND LANDS 
IMPROVEMENT ACT 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on H.R. 2954. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MCCLINTOCK). Is there objection to the 
request of the gentleman from Wash-
ington? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to House Resolution 472 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 2954. 

The Chair appoints the gentleman 
from California (Mr. DENHAM) to pre-
side over the Committee of the Whole. 
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
Accordingly, the House resolved 

itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2954) to 
authorize Escambia County, Florida, to 
convey certain property that was for-
merly part of Santa Rosa Island Na-
tional Monument and that was con-
veyed to Escambia County subject to 
restrictions on use and reconveyance, 
with Mr. DENHAM in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to the 

rule, the bill is considered read the 
first time. 

The gentleman from Washington (Mr. 
HASTINGS) and the gentleman from Ari-
zona (Mr. GRIJALVA) each will control 
30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Washington. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. I 
yield myself as much time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Chairman, the Public Access and 
Lands Improvement Act, H.R. 2954, is a 
bipartisan package of 10 bills to protect 
and promote public access to lands; to 
improve opportunities by removing red 
tape that stands in the way of respon-
sible, local economic development and 
jobs; and to encourage transparent 
community center land management. 

This small grouping of bills will ad-
vance important local projects that 
will have a direct impact on jobs and 
on economic growth in communities 
throughout the country. 
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The package includes several com-

monsense land conveyance bills to re-
move unnecessary bureaucratic strings 
attached to how land is used and how it 
is managed. It recognizes that locally 
elected leaders, not Federal bureau-
crats, know how to best manage cer-
tain lands. 

There are measures to prevent unrea-
sonable Federal regulations or actions 
from destroying a historic lookout 
tower in my home State of Wash-
ington, blocking unreasonable public 
recreation access to the Cape Hatteras 
seashore in North Carolina, and pre-
venting the use of hand-powered boats, 
such as kayaks, in several national 
parks in the West. 

This bill will help family businesses 
and ranchers by implementing com-
monsense reforms to the process of re-
newing livestock grazing permits. 
Livestock grazing on Federal lands is 
an important part of the American 
ranching tradition. This bill will help 
our Nation’s ranchers operate more ef-
ficiently and with greater certainty. 

The package, Mr. Chairman, also in-
cludes legislation sponsored by the 
Public Lands Subcommittee chairman, 
Mr. BISHOP of Utah, requiring the BLM 
to establish an Internet database for 
all BLM lands that are available for 
sale to the public. 

In the year 2014, if I may be paro-
chial, when a Seahawks fan can pur-
chase a championship hat on the Inter-
net just moments after the Superbowl 
ends, the Federal Government can cer-
tainly get its act together and post its 
lands that are available for sale online. 

This bill will expedite the planning 
and implementation of emergency sal-
vage timber sales for Federal lands in 
California that were ravaged by the 
Rim Fire last summer. Without prompt 
emergency action, the impacts of this 
devastating wildfire could become even 
worse. Fire-damaged trees invite dis-
ease. They invite insect infestations. 
They increase the risk of future 
wildfires, and they are a threat to vis-
itor safety. Emergency salvage and for-
est restoration efforts should not be de-
layed due to bureaucratic hurdles and 
lawsuits. 

Finally, the bill provides for trans-
parency and accountability in how 
Federal funds are spent in protecting 
the Chesapeake Bay. 

This small package of bills is reason-
able, responsible, and it reflects the 
will of local communities and their 
elected leaders. It deserves support, I 
believe, from my Democrat and Repub-
lican colleagues. 

Before concluding my remarks on 
this piece of legislation and listening 
to the statement of the gentleman 
from Arizona, I would like to briefly 
address the legislative work of this 
committee as a whole. The committee, 
of course, I speak of is the Natural Re-
sources Committee. 

Just this week, the House will have 
considered three measures from the 
House Natural Resources Committee. 
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